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PREFACE. 


TWENTY-THIRD VOLUME. 


On a sultry day in July, the Printer calls for a preface to the Twenty- 
Third Volume of the Magazine. A preface ?—but we wrote one a short 
time since. That was bound up in the last volume; we want one for 
this. O! so soon again, the last number of another volume. A preface! 
the last page written, the least read! Why have one at all? Why 
bother a man’s brains to write what he knows will almost never be read? 
O, for the completeness of the book. It is as necessary as the outside 
row in a corn field, although you know the squirrels will take every ker- 
nel of it. After all, when written in good weather and under favorable 
circumstances, the preface is often a somewhat sprightly page ; and some 
literary physiognomists there be who can discern the character and dis 
position of a book through its face. The Sailor’s Magazine is a periodi- 
cal, for, about, and by Sailors, with a little sprinkling by, and about the 
doings of Sailors friends. It is one of the discoveries, inventions, or im- 
provements of the last half century. Who thought fifty years ago of a 
literary and religious periodical for Sailors? Who thought about them ?. 
Who ventured to write a book about them for the moral and religious to 
read. What Sailor dared to write truth or was able to write fiction about 
himself or fraternity. Now all these novelties are found in this Volume 
and its fellows. And greater wonders than these are in prospect. The 
Sailor is beginning to laugh at head winds, and is giving up the old sys- 
tem of playing “ Helm’s a Lee ;” and blow which way it may, he goes 
ahead straight on his course, and is soon there. 

In old time, he carried out rum and opium, and a few missionaries to 
‘the heathen, and brought us tea and silks and slaves. In later times, 
grown more civil and more wise, he has become Bible and Tract distri- 
butor himself, and when and*where none else will, he can sometimes 
preach “ righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come,” without 
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notes, a nd prays without a book. An impatient fellow, he will not 
wait for Christian Unions and Mission Boards to teach the world by mis- 
sions. He is bringing Europe over here to be taught Christ, and Law 
and Government; and has commenced, in Tarshish ships, to bring Chi- 
na’s sons to the land of Gold; and when his Celestial Majesty shall have 
discovered a few earthly things, we trust, their daughters by their side, 
to make them sons and daughters of Zion, from afar, and so at last make 
that venerable empire truly celestial. 5 
And ever ready to bear a hand in tempestuous times, and a peacemaker 

withal, he is getting ready to carry Africa’s down trodden sons and 
daughters back to Fatherland—to make Ethiopia stretch forth her hands 
unto God. 

Who reads this preface need not stop his Magazine through fear that 
age will make it stale, though twice as old as now. 
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